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The World’s Mega Cities







The 20 Largest 

Immigrant Gateways

• These metropolitan areas combined have 

37 million foreign-born residents

• This number equals 19 % of all foreign-

born stock according to UN 2005 

estimates

• In other words, one-in-five immigrants in 

the world settle in these 20 cities.
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City % Foreign Born

National % Foreign Born

New York, 

United States

Sydney, 

Australia

Amsterdam

Netherlands

Toronto, 

Canada

Washington, DC, 

United States

Singapore

Riyadh, 

Saudi 

Dublin, 

Ireland

Birmingham,

UK

Tel Aviv, 

Israel

Seoul, 

Korea

Sao Paulo

Brazil

Johannesburg

South Africa

211,260

161,250

181,391

375,169

128,350

3,139,647

832,016

2,091,100

747,400

1,235,908

1,350,632

195,643

1,054,000





Washington, DC 

Foreign Born 

2000

El Salvador 104,960

South Korea 45,835

India 45,610

Vietnam 37,223

Mexico 32,391

Philippines 31,701

China, excluding Hong Kong 

and Taiwan 28,491

Peru 20,304

Guatemala 20,015

Bolivia 19,558

United Kingdom 18,915

Jamaica 18,310

Iran 17,389

Germany 17,295

Pakistan 16,908

Other Countries 357,111

Total Foreign Born:     832,016

Total Population:      4,923,153

Percent Foreign Born:   16.9%

Source: U.S. Census, 2000

Hyper-diverse 

Gateway Cities









Gateways and Spatial 

Segregation





Global Yard in 

Vienna





Gateways as Turnstiles







• Sites of Reception 

and Departure 

• Both for the Native-

born and the Foreign-

Born



The Permanence of 

Temporariness











For more data about immigrants 

to the world’s cities visit:

www.gstudynet.com/gum


