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Religion – super-diversity within Islam

• London Muslims are the most 
heterogeneous in terms of 
ethnicity and country of origin, 
with the largest group 
(Bangladeshis) making up only 
23.5%. (GLA 2005)

• ‘London’s Muslim population of 
607,083 people is probably the 
most diverse anywhere in the 
world, besides Mecca’
(The Guardian 21 January 2005).



Considerable institutional / legal 
accommodation of religious pluralism

• Forums for consultation with local authorities

– members in House of Commons, Lords, local councillors

• places of worship, community centres, cemeteries

• Public institutions: halal food in hospitals, prisons, schools

• Law (exceptions, marriage/divorce, death rites, oaths)

• Education / schools:

– Multi-faith curriculum

– Modesty in dress, headscarves OK

– Festivals in school calendar

• Anti- (indirect) discrimination 

• Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006



‘Faith Schools’

• State supported: around 7,000 faith schools in England,     
600 secondary and 6,400 primary 

• vast majority are Christian, with 45 Jewish, 5 Muslim,          
2 Sikh schools, 1 7th Day Adv, 1 Greek Ordx, 1 Hindu

• 120 independent Islamic schools 

• More segregation?

• Less extremism, or more?



…Events…



From Multiculturalism to ‘Community Cohesion’





‘Preventing Extremism Together’

Working groups’ proposals include:

• a professional development programme for Imams and 
Mosque officials 

• a British Muslim citizenship 'toolkit'

• an Islamic way of life exhibition to tour schools 

• developing opportunities for young British Muslims to be 
leaders and active citizens 

• a national campaign and coalition to increase the visibility of 
Muslim women, and empower them to become informed and 
active citizens 

• supporting places of worship to become community 'hubs' 



Some concluding thoughts

Current British case can help us consider:

• How do ‘governance of religious pluralism’ strategies and 
structures relate to other political mechanisms?

• Is – or how is – ‘governance of religious pluralism’ always 
related to other political objectives?

– democracy/voice, social control, conflict management,   
social engineering, ‘ethnic relations’, social cohesion

• How do serious issues (and [mis]perceptions) around   
one religious group impact on ‘governance’ of all?
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