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Initial guestions:

Wihat selttions are given: by immigrant
dssogciations) concerming difficulties), proklems
and reguests’ off those Immigrants?

IHow! do Immigrants and some of the SocIio-

Institutional agents evaltiate the contribution of
Immigrants: associations?

Do Immigrants recognise thelr contribution and

feel represented Dy associations off Immigramt
DasIS?




Associations — some functions:

a)). [hey: may. play: arkey: role in| the reconstruction of the
cultural identities of Immigrant groups in a migratory.
CONtEXL:

D) ey may: favour and facilitate the establishment ofi
social networks in the ingroups and Ini the relationship
With' the eutgreups:

¢) Tiney may also perform the function of mediation
petween the iImmigrant and: the society (€.g. state
dgencies).

d) Iihey: can be a space for the development of
communitarian networks ol seciability: and soelidarity.

e) They may: alert to the problems and difficulties, of these
Immigrantsiand even point out selutions.




A “"new migratory wave”

Immmigrants, fromi Central and Easterni EUrepean countries, seme RUmpbers:

Until the'end of: 2004, the number: of Immigrants with their: situation; legally.
authorisedivia Stay: Allowances|i (Autorizacoes de; Permanenciarin
pertuguese language) reached:

64; 730 Ukrainiansi (41,360 Residence Permission)iZif or Autorizacao, de
Residencia),

/7,053 Russians (+1,124 residents)

12,647 Moldovans,

10,944 Romanians

Autorizacoes de Permanéncia or Stay Allowance is a legall mechanismi created in 2001 by portuguese governement:
in fiace the large number of new: migrants from Easterni Eurepe. It's a kind of temporary. stay: permission, only: fox
alyear and iff the migrant hasia legal work contract. Every year the person must renew! the permissionand have a
new: legall contract. Recently, this mechanismi was abolished.

Source SEF (Foreignmers” and Borders” Services), provisional data fromi 2004.




A “"new migratory wave”: some
initial questions

\V/arious; fiactors contributed to this
PRENGMENORE
d)l Permissiveness and legisiation gaps  aboeut immigrants;

D) existence; ofi jobr ofifers, namely: in the building construction; and
PUDIiC Works;

) informal activity’ off operaters knownias “travel agencies” that
peculiarly’ arranged the whole process of travelling firom the home
country: until the settlement of the individualiin Pertugal;

d) the initial quite good welcome of the Portuguese society.




A “"new migratory wave”: some
initial questions

Some “social problems™:
Absence or inefficiency: of infermall solidaritiesfamong these Immigrants.

Mainly ini 2003, and to a great extent due te the economic crisis off the
country, we had teiface the arrival ef: unemployediand hemeless
immigrants;, witheut any: kindi off subsistence and supperting,.

Appearance of a “new form off criminality, in Which the immigrants
themselves, were victimsiof: their ownifellow citizens.

Continuous; action of “organised networks” that inthe home country: kept
on wrongly: informing the;local dpopulations that It wouldl bereasy to find a

job in Portugal and éarni a good Salary.
The housing problem

- \When they: started coming| to Pertugal C?in 1999 and! 2000), many. off them: put up; at
ensions, outbuildings or even building yards or other unstable and precarious
ousing situations, some: provided: by employers:

- Nowadays there are still many: whoilive'in poor and; overcrowded housing cenditions.

- Most ofi the interviewed immigrants (26 out of 34) share lodging (in flats or parts off
heuses) withi other fellow: Citizens:




What is the contribution of
Immigrants’ associations?

2005-2004, therewere 10 immigrants: associations that intervened
Nt AML (Llsbon Metropolitani Area)land Settbal Peninsula.

Tihe associations we have contacted (5 out off 10), appeared!in 2000
or later, and they: were founded and mainly: composed by’ Russian
andlUkrainian Immigrants (4), and enly: ene by’ Remanians.

They: derived from' the associative movement off ethnic-national
character, assuming themselves as an Instiument of sociall and
political intervention for theldefence of: the! collective interests!of
Immigrant groups from seme Eastern European countries.

he main reason of their foundation is basically the need to
facilitate the immigrants” access, to) information media and! agencies,
because of the communication problems with the state
Organisations and Services.

The most wanted activities are: infermation abeut how! te get the
family together, clarifiying guestions about jobs activities and how: to
get legal and Jurldlcal support.




What is the contribution of
Immigrants’ associations?

Associations, some intervention areas:

a) It is abeut the legislation; process that the associations receive a larger
nUmMber off reguests and some off them) just guided the immigrantsite other

entities, since they have neither means ner Infra-structures to selve this and
other matters.

b))l Recently, thoeugh occasionally: and infermally, some of them| have started to
re-update the distinctive features of the home culture, thus contributing| to
the Identity’ affirmation off Immigrants” groups, threugh the invelvement in
excursions, parties with fiolk: music, traditional’ dances andlnative handicrafit,
and' heliday:camps fox the children. One of these asseciations has a radio
programme andl anether one publisnes a newspaper.

c) They: all' recognise they: haven't suppoerted iImmigrants when;looking fior'a job
or housing, altheugh these are the most frequent requests.




What is the contribution of
Immigrants’ associations?

d) ini Llisbon! there are seme associations that in cooperation with the embassy
are ﬁroviding an alternative educational curriculum; duringl the week and at
weekends, suchi as it happens in Russia. In this way, immigrants: children
can attend beth educational’ systems.

This loss off bond with! their parents’ country: is reflected onl the fact that
these: childréns = car 1o, /o1ger: communpIcate Wit el granaparents i el
OW/C‘II /ang)uage” (Viadislav, 29 years old, Russian, legalised, no; children,
draduate):

Maria is ten years old andl attends the fourth year. Every Saturday: since 2004
she travels firom Barreiro to; Lishon where she attends a scheol with Russian
educationall curriculum. The classesi take place between 10.30ia.m. and
/.00 p.m. with' Russian teachers. She confiesses she only: attends these
lessens because Ner mother ferces her to.

o was It then?

My moLier did.. Someone. told my/ mother there Was a Sciioo), SO, SHE toId e
Youre going to that school” and. 1 said- 1 domnt want to, /o), otrerwise L]/
Jorger Portugueser. And. tiien sfieliorced me, she said I have'to, I have to
/earrn Russian. (10 years old, Russian, pupil, lives with: parents)




What do immigrants think about
Immigrants’ associations?

1) Some; of these associations; do) exist fiormally” but:in: practice, they’ have no
financial reseurces, no employees) or velunteers, nerown; facilities.

2) Tihis kind of associationsi has a small intervention: in these groups of:
Immigrants, justified! by the: lack off associative traditiontand ai certain
mistrlist CONCErning erganised groups of their own compatriots.

3) They prefer to look for suEport In religious erganisations) or' private: ones
‘mediators”) even ifi they have toerpay. to these; mediators.

Irina isialeader of a Asseciation off Russian; Immigrants and she!is quite aware of the lack
of interest of her fellow’ countrymen, and she says:

N (C...)l i oUr: CoURtry, We HEVEr: I00K 10K thel SUpPOort O assOciations. It all aepends o/l OUr:
efiort and will... Il our tme nobody: Helped! ARnother thing /s the Iack or:
COMIGENCE..., PEOPIE thlik aboUL SOmIE Pad cases i thiat RUSSIgn. or Ukrainiarn
dssOCIaLon! and. they. are SUSPICIoUS... THey. prefer to. give up: the provlem, to. forget:
/It Or Jook for: friends’ aavice... but they. give up...” (Russian nationality: and
Ukrainian citizenship, 35 years old).

4) Amongd “Eastern immigrants” there is no internal homogeneity: nor ameng

the several nationalities (e.g. Among Russians, Moldovans, Remanians);1o
nor in the several groups of immigrants (Ukrainians pro-Russians and




What do immigrants think about
Immigrants’ associations?

5) TThose who came: to: Portugal before 2001 must have turned for aid
to a mediater, usually:a native fromi Eastern Eurepean countries
who could already: speak Portuguese and well placed! ini therinformal
EcoNnomic sector, who knew: how! to move easily through a vast
relationshiprweb (ameng employers and enployees):

Those who turned for aid to) this system were; often caught in an
exploitation and dependence Web, Since; some agents were
connected with: criminall organisations Whose performance; Was Very.
vielent and dangerous (immigrants themselvesi or their relatives
Were threatened to death, victims) of fphysical cruelties, amongl other
practices); while others acted! at a diffierent level, in small extortion
groups that, under physical andl psychological coercion, extorted
mongey. orx other values (Valuable; objects, passport...) firom the
Immigrants.




What do immigrants think about
Immigrants’ associations?

a) As times goes by, the'reguest for institutional support concerning a
Vacancy in the jobr market (but net only) has alsobeen revealed as
more and more fireguent.

b)) After staying with Us 2-3 years, unemployed immigrants ook
without: difficulty’ for state and private institutions that offer social
help, as for example: Job Centre, Jesuit Service for Refugees (JRS),
Eriendly: Door firom Olaias, the Association Immigrant Solidarity and
the Church (Catholic, Greek-Roman and Orthedox).

c) In generall the interviewees have an unfavourableropinion about the
support that those asseciations can %ve Only: twe meni eccupy.
leading posts In these associations, the same nuUMbEer’ of effectives
say they: participate but enly: as members,




What do immigrants think about
Immigrants’ associations?

d) Sergey considers these associations as a mere “waste o time (43 years old, Russian,
legalised, industry and building construction Worker).

e) Some of the interviewees regret the action of these associations is not clearly and
transparently’ knewn,, They: complain about and criticise that suppoert, which'is not
usually immediate and rapid and because; these organisations chiarge honoraria
beforehand. In this context, Leonidl questions back the researcher: “What do) they
Aoz Do you Kraow? THey gy, WelCome you, BUL i you! actually nave ary. problemis,

Wiiat dorthey dor? Letsi call o thellawyer; You. canliiid alawyer yoursels: (40ryears
old, Russian'legalised) industry and building construction worker)

M Another interviewee shows amn even more radical position, by sayingl that these

organisations just aim ate getting “economic benefits”. So, Elena says that, the first
objective of these associations is to “earn money

SFor me, they have. aleady.d great felp: I dont know. wihat It /s ke il Otier CoUliLies,

maypelin ltaly the Y also. Have & great Helps.» BUt 1 thlnk Porttgal, So)sidll.and. poor;
has helped much. (34 years old, Russian, legalised, married tora Portuguese citizen,
administration, commerce and services employee).

g) Aniweak adhesion to association movement by these immigrants.




Conclusions

1. Russiani and: Ukrainian; immigrants: turn te: the institutions when they.
ave absolute needs which they: feel helpless to) solve.

2. These immigrants do not tend to adopt a position off continued
dependence towards the institutional supports; they rather keep a

certain level of autenomy: andi persenal initiative ini selving their
oW problems.

3. It is In the Institutional solidarities that they: fimdi moral and affective
Fport and in thisiway: it is possible to establish friendship and
fellowship bonds that gor beyond the mere immediate and
accidental support, andithat transmits, ay kind! oif entolegical
Ssecurity to the'individual himself. Rarely do they look for
associations, only’ after having| finished! all the other institutions’
SUPPOrt.




Conclusions

4, Some of them are living'ini a dilemmas on the one hand they avoeid the
clesest relationships withi theirr compatriots, because there isialcertain
mistrust andifiear; on the other hand they: also find it difficult to, come closer
to the citizens of the host countr?/. Tihisiway they tend to live iselated. Fox
those Who already: have seme! relatives here, their loneliness|isinot so
distressing, asi the family: plays ani important role in one's equilibriimi and
psychoelogicaliwell-being. For'the onesithat are living here alone; without: any.
clese; relative, this separation constitltesione of thermest traumatic
EXPErIences.

5. Diffierently: fromiwhat happens to other immigrant greups, these associations
ave not succeeded in becoming) a meeung point off sociability, solidarity,
leisure, socio-culturall promotiontand even secial Integration; and mediation
with| the involving| society.

6. It seems there is a gaps between associationsand potential members.




