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The Issue

¢ Little investigation into the
CONnNections between domestic
violence, migration amnd
homelessness, off Wormen
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Key Features

¢ [he individual is the mediator between
social Institutions, both symbelic and
material.

¢ [ime and stage in the migration process
make al diffference;

¢ Genderand culture are imtertwined But
1S essential ter der gender analysis.

9 [Ihe state — alltlevels ol geVerRImERE
naVve an limportant rele tor pla




GBV & the Lifecycle

Interpersonal «=——p Structural

¢ Childhood o War and conflict
¢ Adolescence ¢ [raditions

¢ Young adulits ¢ Roles

¢ Adults

¢ Elder




Pathways Into and Out of
Homelessness

¢ lThree city study of immigrant
WOmMER

¢ LLongitudinal - 3f interviews over 6

months

Calgary
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Constraints on Agency

Micro level

¢ Physical health

o Mental health

¢ Social wellbeing

¢ Impact on children

¢ Impact on
extenaded family.

Macro level

¢ Discourses
— "Appropriate”
VICtImsS
— “Appropriate
solutions
o \Woman as
mEediator off culture
GL COMMILRIEGY,

'/




Pre-migration

“Actually;, I didnit want tor leave
[heme country] tee...necause we
didi 't nave, argood: relatieonship
pPetween me and  my: itsbanad.
WhER NEMWaRtEE a MONVE o
feme countrARRE didifEWaRE me
e be| cleose termy: pakents:..ne
[OFCEd ME....




Settlement

“My: hiusbandl he was very: mean all
the time; and then we fight almoest

every: day...nut the only: good! thing
that I've got, I have an Internet
Vel there so) thenl I stakt e Search
[Or thIRES that IMWant ter Knew: thait
IPWaREter der INWaRted ter StUaEy,
anarthenrhesaid];, Nervourcan t
StUEY REre Pecaliserwe don t have




Pre-migration, Settlement and
Post

“Youl know, my. husband Was: Very.
smalrt, he was keeping me busy: all

the time. Likerhaving children one
aiiter se that I"'wash 't aple tergo
QU OF anythingrtorse Withrthe
PEOPIE.”




Systemic Factors

Systemic factors are most
relevant to prevention of
homelessness in women who
experience abuse.




Advocacy

Advocacy is key to the ability of
immigrant women to end family

violence and to obtain secure
housing.




Conclusion

Some issues to untangle:
¢ Similarity and difference
» Gender and racism

¢ Culturally: distinct programs and
culturally: competent programs




