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A brief migration history

(Post) colonial migration

Mainly to ‘French’ Algeria and France

The guest-worker boom
(1963-1972)

Large-scale labour migration to France, the
Netherlands, Belgium and Germany

The 1973 Oil Crisis
turning point

Increasing family migration to classical Europe
instead of massive return;

The 1991-1992 turning
point

Persistence and diversification in face of restrictive
immigration policies: Persistent family migration;
Increasing labour migration to new destinations in
southern Europe (Italy and Spain) and north-
America; increasing trans-Saharan migration.




The ‘success’ of immigration restrictions:
Moroccan descendants living in main
European receiving countries 1955-2004
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Moroccan communities abroad (2004)
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Migration and remittances
as a national development strategy

* Workers were initially expected to acquire useful skills and
knowledge abroad, to be deployed in Morocco after their
return

‘Myth of return’: Increasing emphasis on alleviation of
unemployment and remittances: creation of network of banks
and post offices for money transfers

The Moroccan state encouraged emigration from particular
regions (‘safety valve’ to prevent political tensions) through
directing recruiters and selective passport issuance.
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Migration and remittances
as a national development strategy

« Until 1989: Focus on control and integration-prevention
(spying and control networks)

« Late 1980s: rethinking of repressive policies, presumably
caused by an ominous stagnation in remittances; reversal of
views on integration.




The Moroccan state and ‘1ts’ migrants

Until 1989 After 1989

Moroccan Workers Abroad | Moroccans Residents Abroad
(TME) (MRE)

State repression ‘Courting the Diaspora’

Avoid naturalisation Encourage double citizenship

Integration endangers link Integration favours remittances
with Morocco and imnvestments

Migrants as a political threat | Migrants as a political tool

Internaiioesl Mligrsien lnsoiis = i
farvem Slarmmn 2inid i
I i




Sous la présidence effective de Sa Majesté le Rol Mohammed VI
La Fondation Mohammed V pour la Solidatité participe  'opération MARHABA 2004

dﬂﬂﬁ&jé'uﬂf&| e oyl
Vous n'avez jamais été aussi
proches de votre pays

www.fm5.m

Centres d'accueil au Maroe : Tal - +212 37 20066 6R/212 37 2055 66
Contres d'aocusit on Expagne Centres d'scousil en Frange : Comtros d'acousil pn ltalis -

Almeng-T. | 0034535 429 3910034 549 640 745 Seie Vel 10033 655 112 B31 Genes-TEL: 0039 34 75 06 49 34
Algasiras Tal. : N34 660 443 BIR0034 660 447 64 | PortVendres el - 0033 666 7150831 | Maples Tél, : 0038 34 B4 78 76 87

Inernaiinest Migrsizo Instmis _-" el
farvem Slarmn 2t e be | ) Ay
Y i 2




ol Aoz Al I o L) Bkndl) Bl ) s
2004 L po Thor S ol poliatl] s ool doms T o
(rian CBy (51 (e ST @Sie i paI0
Vous n‘avez jamais été aussi
proches de votre pays

$PZIT 206565 [ 21237 20 85 65 - ol - ol Sl ST
et Jlaianl 10 (IR L [ PR oy S VS SO T N
DOFE 3476 06 4B 56 b o e O3 GG TTH BFT o= OV B 420 301 7 i G40 G4 746 - Laas 5
WA B TETEET me % | DOFIEEE TIRES s sl sy | DO OG0 442 40 005 GO0 441 B ¢ e LT




Sous la présidence effective de Sa Majesté le Roi Mochammed VI
La Fondation Mohammed V pour la Solidarité participe a 'opération MARHABA 2004

(s By (S (e piST @Sie o paily
Vous n’avez jamais été aussi
proches de votre pays

FONTITEON NOILOGIE ¥
Tl s SOl bAstiTe.

www.fm5.ma

Centres d'acousil au Maree  Tal. | 21237 20 66 667212 37 20 55 66

Centres d'sceuail an Espagne Ceantres d’ secupil an France - Centres d"accusil an lalis
Almcra-Tel 348 GG 420 35110034 §45 540 745 Sita Tl 0033 G666 719 831 Ganas-Tol, 0038 34 7506 48 36
Abgmzliaz Tal: D034 G50 442 BAGIOO3Y GEO 44T 504 | PortMendresTal - 0033 666 719831 | Maplos-Tel . 0039 14 B4 TR TG BT

Iniernaiioesd Migrsien Insthivie (5 & =
¥ 1 1

e



Op¢ration transit




Charm offensive
The King welcoming migrants




Financial products for migrants
and investment centres
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Morocco’s remittance boom

— Official development
assistance

—— Foreign direct investment

c
A=

£
»
2.
-

Workers' remittances

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000




Macro-economic significance
of remittances

I Agriculture
1 Phosphorus rock
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Development impacts
of Moroccan migration: a review

Direct positive effects of migration and remittances on living
standards; Limited direct effects on poverty reduction because of
selectivity of migration.

Significant investment in the long run. Rethinking of the “stone-age
mentality” dogma: investment in education and construction of
houses as highly rational investment strategies in an insecure
investment environment.

In the longer term, also migration-driven consumption, construction
and investments have had positive impacts on local and regional
economies and raise wages and employment for nonmigrants.

No de-population! Mlgratlon -triggered development in sending
regions even caused internal ‘reverse migration’ to these regions.
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Development impacts of
Moroccan migration: a review

« Ambiguous effects on inequality:

- traditional forms of ‘hereditary’ (complexion, ethnicity, land
ownership) inequality have been replaced by new forms of intra-
community inequality based on access to international
remittances.

Areas of origin of international migrants are generally not the
very poorest.

 Increasing selectivity of migration due to restrictive
immigration policies rather than a decrease in migration as
such: increasing costs and risks; ‘downside of social capital’.
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Development impacts of
Moroccan migration: a review

* Unexploited potentials: Migration, remittances and
symbolic state policies alone cannot solve more
general development constraints and an unfavorable
investment climate

- Corruption and bureaucracy
- Failing credit and insurance markets

- Inefficient and corrupt judiciary, lack of legal security
- Inadequate infrastructure

- Restrictive immigration policies which prevent
circulation

- General lack of trust 1n government institutions

Internaiioesl Mligrsien lnsoiis = i
farvem Slarmmn 2inid i
I i




Development impacts of
Moroccan migration: a review

Policies specifically targeted at migrants are unlikely to
succeed if they are not accompanied by or part of a more
general change.

Morocco’s remittance policies could never have been such a
success without a stable macro-economic environment and a
well developed bank system.

Transit operation. Over 2.2 million migrants crossed the Strait
of Gibraltar in the summer of 2003 (against 848,000 in 1993).
The easening of customs procedures and decreasing
harassment of migrants-on-holiday was only possible because
of general political change in Morocco.
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Development impacts of
Moroccan migration: a review

* Only 1f general investment conditions improve and
trust 1n the state 1s restored, is 1t likely migrants will
massively invest in and return to Morocco.

Major general political socio-economic
improvements have been made since the 1990s, but
need to be sustained 1n order to restore trust of
migrants 1n the Morocco and the Moroccan state.
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Some dilemmas and potential policy
conflicts at the international level

* Development in origin countries 1s a prerequisite for
investment and return by migrants rather than a consequence
of migration = so migration cannot ‘solve’ structural
development 1ssues.

EU countries tend to see “development’ (through aid, trade or
migration) as an instrument to curb migration, whereas
empirical evidence shows that “development’ initially leads to
more migration.

The main instrument for securing remittances has been
securing continued migration = Morocco vested interest in
continuing migration clashes with the (official!) EU policies.
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Some dilemmas and potential policy
conflicts at the international level

* Morocco complains that EU countries primarily
approach migration as a security problem and fail to
understand its vital importance as a development
resource for Morocco.

The contested relationship between transnational
engagement and integration:
- Is migrants’ commitment towards their countries of origin

as a manifestation of their inability or unwillingness to
integrate? = No




Some dilemmas and potential policy
conflicts at the international level

Moroccan citizenship 1s constitutionally 1nalienable.
This policy 1s contested by some receiving countries,
who see 1t as running counter their integration
policies.




Areas where progress can be made
at the international level

* Going beyond targeted policies, which have limited effect 1f
structural development obstacles are not addressed.

Improving genuine coherence between migration and
development policies: curiously, the renewed call for circular
migration goes along with restrictive migration policies that
impede this very circularity.

Point of departure: optimising freedom of migrants to either
settle, return or circulate.




Areas where progress can be made
at the international level

* Lessons for sending countries: creating attractive
environments to return to and invest 1n instead of uselessly
preventing brain drain.

Lessons for receiving countries: recognising the need for
immigrant labour instead of combating inevitable immigration,
which

creates illegality but also cheap labour, serving the interests of certain
employers

increases suffering of migrants and undermines social cohesion
paradoxically prevents return and impedes circular movement




Areas where progress can be made
at the international level

* Recognise the need for lower and higher skilled migrant labour
without creating naive hopes expectations that, this time,
migration will be temporary.

Reconceptualising the relationship between transnational
engagement and integration: Loyalty to sending countries 1s
not necessarily in conflict with good citizenship in receiving
countries.

Learn to see transnational orientations as an asset, not only a
threat, for both sending and receiving countries.




International Migration Institute
James Martin 21st Century School
University of Oxford

www.limi.ox.ac.uk




