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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 

 

Over the last half-a-dozen years, the European economic crisis in Europe has caused a 

drastic increase in unemployment rates in numerous European countries. One demographic group 

particularly affected by this current economic downturn is that of young adults – a demographic 

group that today fills the ranks of the unemployed more than any other demographic group. We 

draw our attentions to unemployment rates among young people (under 25) in November 2012, in 

Europe’s south, for example, where countries such as Spain (56.5 percent), Greece (57.6 in 

September), Portugal (38.7) and Italy (37.1) are European leaders when it comes to youth 

joblessness (Eurostat 08.01.2013, Eurostat 2012). The unemployment figures of those ranging 

from the ages of 26 to 40 have equally come to show similar figures. The impact of these 

mobilities, however, are not limited to Europe’s south, for other geographic locations – some of 

them new to the phenomenon – are now experiencing the incoming of young migrants who, out of 

necessity, must look elsewhere to find work and a better quality of life. 

Against this backdrop, and bearing in mind the 2020 European Strategy for a smart, 

sustainable and inclusive economy (namely the initiatives “Youth on the Move”, “European 

Platform Against Poverty” as well as the EU migration policy framed by The Stockholm 

Programme), the goal of this workshop is to scrutinise the impacts of the current economic crisis 

on the hardest hit population – that of young adults. The workshop sets out to analyse emergent 

mobility flows and options, migrant characteristics as well as related policies and political decision-

making, and their impact upon young people, employment and mobility. 
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It’s a matter of fact that the current state of recession is leading many young Europeans to 

take up a variety of mobility strategies, in some cases, determined by the search for gainful 

employment in the profession they were trained in, which, in some cases, that can only be found in 

another country; in others influenced by the need to reduce living costs and to live out a more 

sustainable lifestyle as is the case of an urban to rural migration tactic. This considered, the 

workshop will not only serve to debate international migrations during these times of recession, but 

also internal mobilities as options taken to combat personal and familial economic hardships and 

improve quality of life.  

  Furthermore, the workshop intends to observe the impact of new incoming migrants in the 

countries and regions where young individuals are relocating to. This includes observing the 

construction of new communities and migration networks. Within this scope, essential to such an 

analysis is ‘the warmth-of-the-welcome’ on the part of the host society as well as processes of 

integration. As well, another topic of interest will, on one hand, deal with the impact of possible 

‘brain drains’ in countries where labour markets cannot sustain the supply of qualified individuals, 

on the other, and on the opposite end of that equation, the benefits of a ‘brain gain’ in the case of 

societies where there is a shortage of qualifies labours to take up positions in the labour markets. 

We take the example of Europeans who are fleeing to Africa and South America where they can 

not only find greater work opportunities but can reduce living costs as well.  

Lastly, within the scope of the workshop, we are not only interested in observing first time 

migrants – those who never imagined upon completing their university degree, for example, that 

they would have to search beyond the borders of their countries or their town to find the life they 

desire – but also take into consideration twice migrants (those who migrated to a first country but 

are ‘forced’ to migrate again to a second country due to factors related to the economic crisis or 

simply for better job market opportunities) as well as descendants of migrants (be them the sons 

and daughters of first generation migrants who are pressed to move to another country for the 

sake of their well-being, or emigrant descendant returnees who return to the ancestral homeland 

only to have to return to the country they returned from or to another). 

 

OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE 

 

The workshop centre’s it’s objectives on analysing youth mobility in the current time of 

economic crisis. Keeping in mind this over-arching theme in mind, the following questions are set 

out as issues to be explored in the workshop: 

 Who are the crisis-influenced young adult migrants (taking into consideration such possible 

variables as: labour market sectors and skill levels, legal status and visa categories, length 

of stay, gender, lifestyles paths, the use of modern technologies, among others)? 
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 What is the composition and profile of migration stocks and flows? 

 What countries/regions/transnational spaces do they opt to move to or not and what factors 

are at play in the decision making process? 

 First time migrants, twice migrants, migrant descendants – how do these different groups 

respond to worsening labour market conditions and what mobility options are available to 

them? 

 What are the policy responses at the national level in relation to specific migration contexts 

of each (integration measures and anti-xenophobia/anti-discrimination measures; return 

projects; political restrictions, among others)? 

 How have policies (e.g. education, employment, social protection, diaspora politics) 

influenced mobility options?  

 What impact do these mobilities have on the sending, receiving countries/regions and 

transnational spaces (remittance flows and uses; return migration; public opinion on the 

impact of the crisis and migration; level of social protection and access to benefits)? 

 What do the current crisis-influenced migrants plan to do in the future, mobility-wise? 

 What are the roles of networks and social capital in the mobility option and forms of 

integration in the new environment? 

 What will or might happen during recovery (demography, inflows, public opinion)? 
 

 

We invite contributions that are based on empirical research (surveys, primary and secondary data 

analysis).  

 

Papers that compare the experiences of two or more (sending/receiving/transnational spaces) 

countries and/or communities are particularly welcome.  

 

The workshop aims to bring together young and expert researchers, policy makers and other 

stakeholders interested in the themes to be debated. The primary objective of the workshop is to 

act as a forum for scholars and interested parties to discuss and exchange their research on the 

aforementioned issues as they are related to the descendants of migrants worldwide, this in order 

to enable a better understanding as well as to be able to compare and contrast the migrant 

descendant condition across borders.  
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EXPECTED CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Abstracts should have around 500 words, be in English and include applicant’s name, affiliation 

and contact details. The paper proposals are to be submitted by the relevant deadline (see below) 

and to the following e-mail addresses: jmssardinha@gmail.com (João Sardinha) / 

sandra.silva@campus.ul.pt (Sandra Silva) / joanasribeiro@ces.uc.pt (Joana Sousa Ribeiro). 

 

The selection of submitted papers will be made on the basis of quality and relevance. 

 

Those accepted to present at the workshop are required to submit full-length papers by the 

relevant deadline (see below). These papers will be circulated in advance to workshop participants 

in order to efficiently use the discussion time. 

 

TIMELINE  

 

• 14 June 2013: Deadline for submission of abstracts  

• 24 June 2013: Notification of acceptance decisions  

• 16 August 2013: Deadline for submission of full papers  

• 26/27 August 2013: Workshop  

 

WORKSHOP CONTEXT & OTHER INFORMATION 

 

The workshop will take place during the 10th IMISCOE Annual Conference, on the 26 -27 August 

2013 in Malmö, Sweden. The annual IMISCOE conference brings together researchers from the 

IMISCOE Research Network and other academic and research institutions in Europe.  

 

Workshop will take place either on Monday, August 26th or Tuesday, August 27th in two 90 minute 

time slots (exact day and time still to be determined). Further details on the time slots and 

composition of this workshop will be provided by organisers in due time. 

 

All conference delegates, including workshop organisers and presenters, must register for the 

conference. For information on how to register please visit the conference website: 

www.imiscoeconferences.org  

 

Each participant will have to provide financing to support all costs related to his/her participation 

(cost of accommodation and/or travel, the conference fee, etc.) 

 

All details and questions regarding this workshop should be addressed to the workshop organisers. 
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