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The climate is an important part of how the
image of a tourism destination is formed

@ Methodologies to assess the effects of climate in Tourism:
>

Weather type methodology (based on daily data)

— People are sensitive to particular combinations of
”’ - 2 De Freitas (2003) meteorological parameters, rather than to individual ones
Matzarakis (2006)

2a  Examples of former studies

First classifications of weather types for 2b . . . ..
tourism purposes Weather types can integrate thermophysiological indices
(Besancenot, 1989) A recent example
Weather types (WT) for recreation at sea side
Location: Praia Grande/Portugal (Alcoforado et al. 2004)
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assessment of the relations between climate and|
tourism is the knowledge of how tourists

perceive the atmospheric conditions.
Independently of the adequacy of the

meteorological measurements to tourism
purposes, it is the perception of the tourists that;
leads to the construction of the climatic image of
the destination. The perception of atmospheric
conditions is a very complex question, that *
involve not only thermophysiological factors [ »
(that can be objectively assessed, through the [
bioclimatic_indices), but also psychological
(subjective) factors. The subjective factors, suchas, -
motivation, individual preferences and cultural|
aspects, also influence the way by which the
tourists perceive the weather at the destination
and sense it as more or less comfortable. All these:
aspects are very difficult to assess (Oliveira and ' ¥
Andrade, 2007; Hoppe, 2002), but the perception! v
of the climatic variables can be assessed through! Erhilioly Ensemble B E;Be.'"\b‘e c
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